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London is the largest urban area and capital of  England and the United Kingdom. At its 

core, the ancient City of  London, to which the name historically belongs, still retains its 

limited mediaeval boundaries; but since at least the 19th century the name "London" 

has also referred to the whole metropolis which has developed around it. Today the 

bulk of  this conurbation forms the London region of  England and the Greater London 

administrative area, with its own elected mayor and assembly.



The Clock Tower is the world's largest four-faced, chiming clock. The structure is situated 

at the north-eastern end of  the Houses of  Parliament building in Westminster, London. It is 

often referred to as Big Ben — which is actually the main bell housed within the Clock 

Tower. The Clock Tower has also been referred to as The Tower of  Big Ben and, 

incorrectly, St Stephen's Tower, which is actually the spired tower towards the middle of  

the Palace and is also the main point of  entry for attendees of  debates and committees.



The Thames is a major river flowing through the southern England. While best known 

because its lower flow through central London, the river flows through several other 

towns and cities, including Oxford, Reading and Windsor.

The river gives its name to the Thames Valley, a region of  England centred around 

the river between Oxford and West London, and the Thames Gateway, the area 

centred around the tidal Thames and the Thames Estuary to the east of  London.



Buckingham Palace is the official London residence of  the British monarch. The 

palace is a setting for state occasions and royal entertaining, and a major 

tourist attraction. 

It has been a rallying point for the British people at times of  national rejoicing 

and crisis.



Oxford Street is a major thoroughfare in London, England in the City of  

Westminster. With over 300 shops, it is Europe's busiest shopping street.

In addition to exquisite architecture and majestic buildings, there are 

invaluable library collections in research centers


